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Sir: 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

On page 2 of the Notice of Allowability mailed September 10, 2004, the Examiner 



allowance of claims 1, 3-14, 16-18, and 21 is indicated because the prior 
art of record does not show or suggest a directional coupler configured to 
connect the propagation waveguide with the annular waveguide to thereby 
form the high-frequency traveling wave circulating in the annular 
waveguide in one direction as recited in claims 1, 3, 10-14, 16-18, and 21; 
and the traveling-wave generator has a multiphase high-frequency wave 
supplier for supplying several positions apart from each other in the 
circumferential direction of the annular waveguide with high-frequency 
waves whose phases are shifted from each other in the circumferential 
direction, whereby the supply of the high-frequency waves whose phases 
are shifted from each other in the circumferential direction of the annular 
waveguide allows the traveling wave to be generated in the annular 
waveguide as recited in claims 4-9. 

Applicants would like to clarify that the aspect "a directional coupler configured to 
connect the propagation waveguide with the annular waveguide to thereby form the 



wrote 
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high-frequency traveling wave circulating in the annular waveguide in one direction" is 
only recited in claims 1, 3, 10-14, 16-18, and 21, and is not recited in claims 4-9, and 
that the aspect "the traveling-wave generator has a multiphase high-frequency wave 
supplier for supplying several positions apart from each other in the circumferential 
direction of the annular waveguide with high-frequency waves whose phases are shifted 
from each other in the circumferential direction, whereby the supply of the high- 
frequency waves whose phases are shifted from each other in the circumferential 
direction of the annular waveguide allows the traveling wave to be generated in the 
annular waveguide" is only recited in claims 4-9, and is not recited in claims 1, 3, 10-14, 
16-18, and 21. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 
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